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Events
 
CoE-MaSS seminar series

03 September 2021: Dr Mahdi Salehi of the University of Pretoria will be presenting a

statistics seminar titled: "Clustering via semiparametric density estimation". Please

view the poster here.

10 September 2021:  Prof Michele Dougherty of Imperial College, London will be

presenting a seminar titled "Cassini-Huygens Mission to Saturn and its moons". Please

view the poster here.

17 September 2021:  Riana Roux of Stellenbosch University will be presenting a

seminar titled “How to locate a robber on a graph”.

01 October 2021:  Seminar: Prof Delia North of UKZN will be presenting a seminar

titled "Challenges and Opportunities for Statistics Departments in the modern

University Landscape".

Details on how to connect remotely to our weekly seminars are listed on the  News and

Events page of our website here, in the Event Calendar. 
 
Webinars

30 August 2021: The National Institute for Theoretical and Computational Sciences

(NITheCS) will be hosting a seminar with  Dr Monica Mwale of Zoological Research,

Foundational Research & Services, SANBI National Zoological Gardens (NZG) titled

"South African species reference DNA databases: General gap analysis of vertebrates".

For more information, view the advert here.
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03 September 2021: Data Science for Society (University of Pretoria) will be hosting a

seminar with of Sunbird AI titled "Environmental urban noise prediction for Kampala

city". For more information, and to register, click here.

Research Schools

07, 14, 21, and 28 September 2021: The National Institute for Theoretical and

Computational Sciences (NITheCS) will be hosting a research school with Prof Martin

Bucher (Department of Physics, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa),

(Laboratoire APC, University of Paris, Paris, France), (LPENS, Ecole Normale Supérieure,

Paris, France) on “Mapping the Initial Conditions of the Universe: Exploring the Cosmic

Microwave Background”. For more information, please view the advert here.

Workshops

22 September 2021:  Online Infectious  Disease  Modelling  Workshop.  This free

workshop is ideal for those interested or in infectious disease modelling. The

importance and applications of disease modelling are presented by experts in the

�eld. For more information, please view the poster here.

Conferences

19-23 September 2021: The "Gravitex" International Conference on Gravitation:

Theory and Experiment will take place in Durban, KZN. Please view the �yer here. 

20-26 September 2021: The 19th International Conference of Numerical Analysis and

Applied Mathematics. For more information, please visit the website here.

1-3 December 2021: Stellenbosch University's Department of Statistics and  Actuarial

Science will be hosting the  62nd annual conference of the South African Statistical

Association (SASA). For more information, please visit the website here.

6-10 December 2021: The Southern African Conference for Arti�cial Intelligence

Research (SACAIR) 2021. For more information, please visit the website here.

Fellowships
CoE-MaSS Postdoctoral Fellowships for 2022  are open for applications for South

African citizens and South African permanent residents that are working in any of the

12 CoE-MaSS Focus Areas.  Please see https://www.wits.ac.za/coe-

mass/funding/fellowships/ for more information and the application link. Female

applicants are strongly encouraged to apply. 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Reinforcement Learning for Robotics. Applications are

open for a full-time postdoctoral research position in reinforcement learning for

robotics, at the RAIL laboratory at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg,

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcH9mKLf5KFNzLFzpOjOrRXCZns-6b3tuJwV7SffBpsE3E6w/viewform
https://mcusercontent.com/1c5ef8db680ec0f061c2890e7/files/e85ea1d6-6838-bca1-2b72-8949e217842b/September_2021_Mini_School_Martin_Bucher.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/5b33e5fb235b81c6ffacd23d1/files/ce50734b-67d3-3440-2d2e-9a3d04b6cc4c/poster.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/5b33e5fb235b81c6ffacd23d1/files/1f6aa5f0-60e7-a109-3133-83f6032d95a4/Gravitex_Poster_2021.pdf
http://icnaam.org/
https://uctcmc.eventsair.com/the-62nd-annual-conference-of-the-south-african-statistical-association/
https://2021.sacair.org.za/
https://www.wits.ac.za/coe-mass/focus-areas/
https://www.wits.ac.za/coe-mass/funding/fellowships/
http://eepurl.com/gtJZ8P
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5b33e5fb235b81c6ffacd23d1&id=5dc8843e5a
javascript:;


9/1/2021 CoE-MaSS Newsletter_300821

https://mailchi.mp/49bf2f8bd935/coe-mass-newsletter-5348349?e=[UNIQID] 3/5

South Africa (https://www.raillab.org/).  This particular post will focus on behaviour

composition and symbolic abstraction in reinforcement learning, speci�cally in

extending our existing work to apply to �exible manipulation tasks on a two-armed

manipulator robot. The post is available from January 2022, for a period of 2-5 years.

The candidate must have completed a PhD in the last 5 years, and have research

experience in either reinforcement learning or robotics, preferably both.  Please

submit your application using the online form

https://forms.gle/jQbzf2yS5nG9tWTh7  This will require a detailed CV, a motivation

letter, two examples of your publications/written work, and two academic

references. The closing date for applications is 31 August 2021. Enquiries can be sent

to Prof. Benjamin Rosman (benjamin.rosman1@wits.ac.za).

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Partial Di�erential Equations and Calculus of

Variations at the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) in South

Africa: for more information, and to apply, please view the poster here.

Funding
The Council for Scienti�c and Industrial Research (CSIR) Bursary Programme

2022: The CSIR bursary programme �nancially supports full-time, unemployed

students in obtaining quali�cations in areas that are deemed a priority by the CSIR. It

is a merit based, comprehensive bursary that covers all costs associated with

university studies. For more information and to apply, please visit the webpage here.

Travel grants
6-14 July 2022: International Congress of Mathematicians - Travel grant applications

are now being accepted by the National Graduate Academy for Mathematical and

Statistical Sciences (NGA(MaSS)). For more information and to apply, please click here.

Vacancies
University of Kwazulu-Natal: Professor/Associate Professor/Senior Lecturer (Pure

Mathematics), School of mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science, Westville

campus. Please view the advert here.

South African Weather Service: Postdoctoral candidate in Biostatistics. Please view

the advert here.
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Spotlight on Research

Ratios of sums of two Fibonacci numbers equal to powers of 2

 
Focus area: Number Theory 
 
"In this paper, we �nd all solutions to the Diophantine equation Fn + Fm = 2a(Fr + Fs), where
{Fk}k≥0 is the Fibonacci sequence. This paper continues and extends previous work, which
investigated the powers of 2 that are sums of two Fibonacci numbers. AMS subject
classi�cations: 11B39, 11J86, 11D61." 
 
Read more of the article here. 
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